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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

This monthly report presents a detailed analysis of human rights violations documented 

throughout Burundi during the month of July 2026. Field data confirm the persistence of recurring 

insecurity, coupled with significant failures on the part of the police and the justice system in 

general. Far from being isolated incidents, these trends are part of a pattern of structural practices 

that monitoring networks have documented for several years. 

Key Findings from the July 2026 Monitoring Report 

• Persistent lethal violence and 100% impunity: A total of eight (8) cases of violations of 

the right to life were documented, resulting in the deaths of nine (9) people. All victims 

identified this month were male, and minors accounted for one-third (33.33%) of the 

deaths. No suspects have been arrested, maintaining the effective impunity rate at 100%. 

• Initial police inaction and destruction of physical evidence: Initial passivity on the part of 

police services was recorded in 75% of the cases of violations of the right to life, with no 

preliminary investigation having been launched on the ground. Furthermore, local 

administrative authorities ordered the hasty burial of bodies without a medical 

examination or autopsy in 37.5% of the eight cases of violations of the right to life (Gishubi, 

Cankuzo, and Nyanza), permanently erasing essential physical evidence. 

• Continued Abductions and Secret Detentions: Four (4) cases of enforced disappearances 

were documented, primarily targeting active members of the opposition party CNL or 

vulnerable individuals (Trésor Nibirantije, the nurse Corneille, and Déogratias Ndayisaba). 

In 100% of the cases, the victims were detained in unknown locations, frequently involving 

the National Intelligence Service (SNR) with the illegal assistance of the Imbonerakure 

youth league. 

• Return of mass collective repression in urban areas: July 2026 was marked by a significant 

tactical shift with the resumption of large-scale roundups in downtown Bujumbura. A 

single operation led to the arbitrary arrest of more than eighty (80) young men [I. 1]. These 

abusive checks targeted economic vulnerability and the lack of formal employment, 

opening the door to financial extortion and demands for bribes that are not recorded in 

official records. 

• Lack of Results in Following Up on Previous Commitments: An assessment of the 

requests made in June 2026 reveals an almost total lack of operational progress on the 

part of the institutions. Deadlines have passed without the issuance of in ternal 

administrative sanctions, investigation orders, or structural reforms, which directly 

explains why the same abuses continue from one month to the next. 
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Urgent Courses of Action 

To put an end to these violations and restore the rule of law, the organization makes the following 

priority requests: 

1. To the police and public prosecutors’ offices: Initiate judicial investigations ex officio for 

every human body discovered in the bush or on the roads (Art. 33 of the Code of Criminal 

Procedure), and conduct an immediate internal investigation into the allegations of 

corruption that stalled the murder investigation in Mugina. 

2. To the Ministry of the Interior and Public Security: Issue strict orders prohibiting 

indiscriminate mass roundups in Bujumbura, and prohibit local officials from burying 

unidentified bodies without the written authorization of a magistrate. 

3. To the National Intelligence Service (SNR): Immediately end secret detentions, disclose 

the locations where all citizens arrested this month are being held in custody, and grant 

immediate access to family members and lawyers. 

4. To the national leadership of the CNDD-FDD party: Issue a nationwide circular prohibiting 

Imbonerakure League members from conducting patrols, checking citizens’ identities, or 

conducting surveillance inside health centers. 

KEY FIGURES FOR JULY 2026 

• 8 incidents of violence resulting in loss of life recorded nationwide. 

• 9 victims died as a result of human violence or tragedies caused by negligence. 

• 4 cases of secret abductions and enforced disappearances being monitored by the 

organization. 

• More than 80 young men arbitrarily rounded up in a single day in Bujumbura. 

• A 100% rate of effective impunity observed for all crimes committed during the month. 

• 75% of police initially failed to act upon the discovery of dead bodies. 

• 37.5% of burials were carried out hastily, with bodies buried without any prior medical 

examination. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

I. 1. Security and Institutional Context 

Guided by its ongoing mission to document and advocate for respect for human rights, the 

organization presents its observations for the month of July 2026 in this report. Findings from the 

field show that the space for civic expression remains subject to strict control. This general climate 

has intensified since the June 2025 legislative elections. 

As pointed out by Fortuné Gaétan Zongo, United Nations Special Rapporteur1 , the situation 

following these elections has limited the opposition movements’ ability to act. His general 

conclusions already noted arbitrary arrests, prolonged detentions without trial, physical violence, 

and enforced disappearances affecting citizens from various backgrounds. 

Available information indicates that internal challenges regarding civil liberties remain significant. 

Intolerance of criticism continues to foster a climate of restraint within the local media and among 

many independent actors. The events of July 2026 confirm the persistence of these control 

mechanisms at the local level. 

I. 2. Targeting Patterns and Case Handling 

A review of this month’s cases highlights specific profiles among the victims and confirms the 

continuation of previously documented practices. Acts of harassment and deprivation of liberty 

primarily target local political activists, such as active members of the main opposition party, the 

CNL (including Trésor Nibirantije and the nurse Corneille). 

While the majority of homicides and the discovery of bodies in public spaces remain shrouded in 

anonymity, the documented cases frequently reveal a lack of investigation by the National Police 

or the National Intelligence Service (SNR), as well as reported collaboration on the ground with 

activists from the ruling party’s youth league. 

Notably this month, the security services’ vigilance has focused specifically on remote border and 

mining areas (such as Mugina and the provinces of Burunga and Bubanza), as well as on foreign 

residents during periods of regional tension. This is illustrated by the abduction of a Rwandan-

born butcher who has lived there since 1994. 

Furthermore, the economic capital, Bujumbura, has seen a marked resurgence of mass detention 

procedures, with the arbitrary roundup of more than eighty (80) young civilian men in the city 

 
1 https://www.ohchr.org/fr/statements-and-speeches/2025/10/declaration-du-rapporteur-

special-sur-la-situation-des-droits-de 
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center, targeted solely on the basis of their precarious economic situation or lack of formal 

employment. 

I.3 Methodological Approach  

Documenting human rights violations on the ground in Burundi faces constant institutional and 

security barriers. The isolation of certain hills and the risks involved hinder access to information 

on a daily basis. Furthermore, investigators face witnesses silenced by fear, a lack of cooperation 

from public officials, and the eagerness of local leaders to bury the bodies discovered without 

first identifying them. This flagrant disregard for Article 109 of the Code of Criminal Procedure, 

committed by local authorities, fuels a culture of total impunity that has become a method of 

political governance. This document exposes these violations with the aim of advancing advocacy 

grounded in the truth and the right to justice for the families. 

In the face of these major obstacles, a rigorous investigative methodology is essential to ensure 

the credibility of this report. The facts presented here stem from the meticulous work carried out 

by our network of anonymous local observers, who were deployed this month across the 

country’s various provinces to collect firsthand accounts from victims or their relatives. To counter 

these attempts at cover-up and the authorities’ lack of transparency, each case must be 

corroborated by at least two independent and reliable sources in order to be included. 

It is this strict protocol that explains our findings: out of a total of 21 violations initially reported, 

only 13 cases could be definitively documented. The remaining 8 cases (representing 38% of the 

reports) were suspended due to security obstacles and a lack of sufficient verification. This 

exclusion rate illustrates our refusal to accept approximations: the organization adheres to a 

principle of extreme caution by publishing only data that has been formally corroborated. 

I. 4. Trends Observed for the Month of July 2026 

An assessment of the July 2026 cases reveals four underlying trends that guide the interpretation 

of this report: 

• The Geographical Isolation of Violence: The concentration of bodies discovered in border 

or mining provinces (Burunga and Bubanza) indicates a shift in lethal insecurity toward 

areas with weaker judicial oversight, where victims remain anonymous. 

• The continuation of the secret detention protocol: The recurring use of secret detention 

facilities for abducted individuals confirms a standard practice aimed at removing targeted 

citizens from the oversight of judges and the rules of the Code of Criminal Procedure. 

• The resumption of mass roundups: The mass roundup of more than 80 people in 

Bujumbura marks a shift in police tactics, in which security controls are applied broadly 

based on individuals’ economic circumstances. 
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• The consequences of institutional inaction: The lack of immediate investigations and the 

continued practice of burials without prior medical examination contribute to the 

recurrence of abuses due to the absence of effective legal prosecution. 

I. 5. Purpose and Structure of the Report 

The purpose of this document is to provide state institutions, civil society organizations, and 

technical and financial partners with reliable, neutral, and verified information. To ensure clarity 

and ease of reading, the report is organized as follows: 

• Chapter II presents the raw data in the form of summary tables, categorized by type of 

incident, to facilitate fact-checking and cross-referencing to the details in the case files. 

• Chapter III provides a technical and sociodemographic analysis of the events, deciphering 

modus operandi and identifying legal violations associated with law enforcement and the 

administration. 

• Chapter IV assesses the progress made on the recommendations issued the previous 

month using a monitoring grid, before formulating new urgent courses of action for each 

relevant authority. 

• Chapter V draws general conclusions from this month’s monitoring and outlines prospects 

for strengthening the rule of law. 

II. OVERVIEW OF CASES DOCUMENTED DURING THE MONTH OF JULY 

2026 

II. 1. General Overview and Summary Table of Violations 

In July 2026, ACAT-Burundi teams continued to closely monitor the human rights situation 

throughout the country. The information gathered and verified on the ground reveals a troubling 

security and judicial situation. Not only does serious violence persist, but the police and the 

judiciary too often remain inactive or complicit. Because of this lack of response, isolated crimes 

are giving way to widespread impunity. 

To provide a clear overview before detailing each case, the table below summarizes the number 

of serious violations recorded this month: 
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Table1 : Number of Violations Recorded / July 2026 

Categories of 

Documented 

Violations and 

Incidents 

Number 

of cases 

Details and Classification of Incidents Affected 

Provinces 

Violations of the 

right to life 

8 - 4 Intentional homicides / Murders 

(perpetrators went unpunished) 

- 3 Discoveries of bodies (unsolved 

suspicious deaths) 

- 1 Double involuntary homicide due to 

negligence (weapon belonging to a 

public official) 

Bubanza, 

Bujumbura, 

Burunga, Gitega, 

Buhumuza 

Abductions and 

Enforced 

Disappearances 

4 - 2 Abductions by uniformed officers 

(PNB) 

- 2 Targeted abductions by an armed 

commando unit in civilian clothing 

Bujumbura City 

Hall, Bujumbura 

Arbitrary arrests 

and detentions 

1 - 1 Mass roundup (more than 80 

civilians detained without a warrant) 

Bujumbura City 

Hall 

GRAND TOTAL2 13 More than 90 direct victims recorded 
 

II. 2. Murders and Violations of the Right to Life 

This section covers the eight (8) cases of murders, suspicious deaths, and homicides by negligence 

documented by ACAT-Burundi during the month of July 2026, resulting in a total of nine (9) 

victims. 

To provide an overview, the table below summarizes the key details of each incident. The 

complete chronological details and updates on the proceedings for each of these cases are 

provided in Appendix 1 of this report. 

 
2 ACAT-Burundi documents direct abuses committed by state agents (abductions, roundups), as well as common-law 
crimes (murders). A crime committed by a civilian becomes a human rights violation when the authorities’ response 
is marked by a failure to investigate, obstruction, or corruption. 

 



11 p a g e  | 42 

 

Table2 : Summary of Cases of Murder and Violations of the Right to Life (July 2026) 

No. Date Victim & 

Gender 

Age Location (Hill, 

Municipality, 

Province) 

Circumstances & 

Condition of the 

Body 

Suspected 

Motive 

1 July 1, 2026 Joseph 

Nyamibara 

(M) 

Adult Kivyuka 

Market, 

Bubanza, 

Bubanza 

Province 

Body found 

submerged in a 

water-filled ditch at 

a construction site. 

Unknown 

2 07/02/2026 Simon 

Niyondiko (M) 

Adult Kanenga Hill, 

Mpanda, 

Bubanza 

Province 

Night watchman 

killed by machete 

blows to the head 

during an ambush. 

Unknown 

3 07/09/2026 Olivier 

Nzoyisaba (M) 

20 

years 

old 

Nyamikoma 

Hill, Mugina, 

Bujumbura 

Province 

Student/gold 

prospector. Naked 

body found in a 

well. Died of 

strangulation. 

Settling of 

scores / 

Mining site 

4 July 12, 

2026 

Unidentified 

man (M) 

Adult Bikobe Hill, 

Nyanza, 

Burunga 

Province 

Found dying by the 

side of the road. 

Bruised wrists; 

beaten to death. 

Settling of 

scores / 

Violent crime 

5 July 14, 

2026 

Yared Kabura 

(M) 

~60 

years 

old 

Mushasha Hill, 

Makamba, 

Burunga 

Province 

Bicycle repairman. 

Body tied to a 

cross, face smashed 

with blunt objects. 

Act of 

barbarism / 

Unknown 

6 July 16, 

2026 

Young boy (M) 6 

years 

old 

Murangara Hill, 

Gishubi, Gitega 

Province 

Deaf-mute child. 

Body found in an 

advanced state of 

decomposition in a 

eucalyptus forest. 

Unknown 

7 July 26, 

2026 

Unidentified 

man (M) 

Adult Mwuzumure 

Hill, Cankuzo, 

Buhumuza 

Province 

Body found hanging 

from a tree, 

completely 

decapitated (head 

Hate crime 

with staging 
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separated from the 

body). 

8 July 23, 

2026 

J. Kelly 

Nkurunziza 

(M) & Audry 

Irangabiye (M) 

17 

years 

old & 

14 

years 

old 

Q. Birongozi, 

Rutana, 

Burunga 

Province 

Two brothers killed 

by the accidental 

explosion of a 

grenade at their 

family home. 

Negligence 

(Weapon left 

behind by a 

parent who 

was a police 

officer) 

 

II. 3. Abductions and Enforced Disappearances 

This section presents the four (4) cases of abductions and enforced disappearances documented 

by ACAT-Burundi during the month of July 2026. 

To provide an immediate overview, the table below summarizes the key details of each case. 

Detailed timelines of the detentions, as well as a history of the steps taken by the victims’ 

relatives, are provided in Appendix 2 of this report. 

Table3 : Summary of Cases of Abductions and Enforced Disappearances (July 2026) 

No. Date Victim & Gender Age Location (Exact 

Location, 

Municipality, 

Province) 

Alleged 

Perpetrators 

Background & 

Current Situation 

1 July 

5, 

2026 

Déogratias 

Ndayisaba (M) 

37 

years 

old 

Gare du Nord 

(Bata/BANCOBU), 

Ntahangwa, 

Bujumbura City 

Hall 

Uniformed 

officers of the 

National 

Police (PNB) 

Chased down on a 

motorcycle taxi, 

beaten, and forcibly 

loaded into a white 

pickup truck. Held 

incommunicado. 

2 July 

16, 

2026 

Nibirantije 

Treasure (M) 

25 

years 

old 

Outside the 

Supreme Court, 

Ntahangwa, 

Bujumbura City 

Hall 

National 

Police (PNB) 

officers 

Arrested after a 

hearing on the CNL 

party dispute for 

wearing a party T-

shirt. Place of 

detention unknown. 
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3 July 

21, 

2026 

Mr. Corneille (M) Over 

35 

years 

old 

Buhororo Health 

Center, Mugina, 

Bujumbura 

Province 

Armed 

commando in 

civilian 

clothing 

Nurse and CNL 

activist, abducted 

from his workplace. 

Suspected political 

motive. Held 

incommunicado. 

4 July 

21, 

2026 

Nicknamed 

“Munyarwanda” 

(M) 

70 

years 

old 

Ruseseka, Mugina, 

Bujumbura 

Province 

Armed 

commando in 

civilian 

clothing 

Butcher of Rwandan 

origin who has lived 

here since 1994. 

Intercepted while 

stocking up on 

supplies. Held 

incommunicado. 

 

II. 4. Arbitrary Arrests and Detentions 

This section presents the case of a mass roundup documented by ACAT-Burundi during the month 

of July 2026. 

To provide an immediate overview, the table below summarizes the key elements of these large-

scale police operation. Details of the context and follow-up on the situation of those arrested are 

provided in Appendix 3 of this report. 

Table4 : Summary of the Case of Collective and Arbitrary Arrests (July 2026) 

No. Date Targets / 

Victims 

Location (Exact 

Location, 

Municipality, 

Province) 

Perpetrators of the 

Operation 

Modus operandi & 

Current situation 

1 July 

6, 

2026 

More than 

eighty (80) 

men and 

youths, all 

civilians 

Downtown (area 

around the Bata 

store and bus 

stops), 

Ntahangwa, 

Bujumbura City 

Hall 

Members of the 

National Police 

(PNB) acting in 

conjunction with 

the Imbonerakure 

league of youth 

Mass roundup under the 

pretext of checking on 

the unemployed. People 

forcibly loaded into 

trucks. Detained at the 

former BSR. Staggered 

releases (in the following 

hours and days) without 

formal charges. 



14 p a g e  | 42 

 

III. CRITICAL ANALYSIS AND INTERPRETATION OF THE RESULTS 

This chapter provides an in-depth analysis of the information presented in the previous section. 

The objective is to go beyond the facts to identify the various trends of this month. By examining 

the profile of the victims, the cruelty of the methods used, and the authorities’ response, this 

analysis highlights the flaws in the rule of law and the mechanisms that perpetuate impunity in 

Burundi. 

III. 1. Overall Volume and Nature of Violations in July 2026 

A quantitative review of the data for July 2026 reveals an alarming human rights situation, 

characterized by the coexistence of targeted lethal violence and collective repressive measures. 

In total, thirteen (13) major incidents were documented, but their actual human impact far 

exceeds this statistical figure due to the nature of the methods employed by law enforcement. 

As illustrated in the chart above, murders and violations of the right to life constitute the most 

frequent category in numerical terms, with eight (8) distinct cases. However, when assessing the 

impact in terms of the number of people affected, it is the deprivations of liberty that prove to 

be the most widespread. The mass roundup that took place in Bujumbura alone affected more 

than eighty (80) citizens, demonstrating that this month’s security operations took a collective 

and widespread form rather than an individual one. Abductions (4 cases), meanwhile, continue 

to exert constant pressure on citizens’ safety. 

 

Figure1 : Quantitative Breakdown of Human Rights Violations (July 2026) 
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III. 2. Comparative Analysis of Insecurity Trends (June vs. July 2026) 

A comparison of the data recorded in July 2026 with that of the previous month highlights a 

notable shift in the patterns of repression and the hotspots of insecurity in Burundi. 

In terms of violations of the right to life, there appears to be a quantitative decline, with the 

number of cases falling from eleven (11) in June to eight (8) in July. However, this purely statistical 

decrease does not reflect an improvement in the security situation, but rather a geographical 

dispersion of violence. While in June, Gitega Province was the epicenter of lethal crime, 

accounting for nearly half of the recorded incidents (5 cases), July reveals a spread of violence 

across several provinces of the country (Bubanza, Burunga, Bujumbura, Gitega, and Buhumuza). 

No region now appears to be spared from this insecurity. 

At the same time, July was marked by a troubling persistence of violations of individual liberty 

and security. Although the number of abductions remained statistically similar to the previous 

month (rising from 3 to 4 cases), the nature of these enforced disappearances has become more 

severe. The targeting of victims has become highly politicized, focusing particularly on active 

members of the opposition party CNL. Furthermore, the systematic use of clandestine detention 

and secrecy completely deprives families of any recourse, exacerbating the gravity of these 

disappearances. 

Finally, the resumption of mass roundups in downtown Bujumbura (more than 80 arrests in a 

single day) marks a departure from the situation in June 2026. This type of mass roundups—

historically carried out by the authorities under the pretext of combating urban vagrancy or the 

lack of identification documents—had not been observed on such a large scale for many months. 

The resumption of this practice in July 2026 demonstrates that law enforcement agencies, 

supported by non-state actors, are once again resorting to indiscriminate social control measures 

in the economic capital, leading to a massive increase in arbitrary arrests. 

III.3. Analysis of Killings and Violations of the Right to Life 

A cross-analysis of the 8 cases documented in July 2026 (9 victims) highlights a systemic paralysis 

of public action and a predominance of unexplained physical violence. 

III. 3. 1. Socio-demographic characteristics of the victims 

An examination of individual data shows that lethal crime and incidents resulting from negligence 

are concentrated among specific profiles, characterized by a predominance of males and acute 

generational vulnerability. 
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Figure2 : Vulnerability Profile of Homicides and Violations of the Right to Life (July 2026) 

A detailed analysis of this distribution highlights three distinct targeting patterns: 

• All victims are male: Males bear the entire burden, accounting for 100% of the cases, 

totaling the nine (9) victims who died this month. 

• The acute vulnerability of children (33.33% of deaths): The report is marked by a 

dramatic proportion of minors, who account for one-third of the direct victims (3 out of 9 

children: the 6-year-old deaf-mute boy, as well as the two brothers aged 14 and 17). The 

rest of the spectrum ranges from youth (Olivier Nzoyisaba, age 20) to old age (Yared 

Kabura, approximately 60 years old). 

• The precarious nature of their occupations: The deaths have affected people with modest 

roles in the local economy. Among the deceased are artisans in the informal sector (bicycle 

repairman Yared Kabura), civil security officers (night watchman Simon Niyondiko), and a 

student forced to work temporarily as a gold panner during his school break (Olivier 

Nzoyisaba). 

III.3.2. Quantitative Analysis of the Judicial Process 

The chart below summarizes the key indicators of the judicial handling of homicides this month. 

It illustrates the gap between the severity of the crimes committed and the passivity of the 

institutional response. 
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Figure3 : Key Indicators of the Judicial Handling of Homicides—July 2026 

Cross-referencing the data highlights four major indicators regarding the handling of these 

cases: 

• 100% effective impunity rate: No arrests of suspects were confirmed during the month 

of July 2026. The sole alleged perpetrator formally identified by eyewitnesses (in the 

machete murder in Mpanda) managed to flee without being apprehended.  

• Initial police inaction in 75% of cases: Of the eight (8) homicide cases, six (6) were not 

subject to any investigation or visible investigative efforts on the ground by police, despite 

the presence of clear criminal evidence. Anonymity or the condition of the bodies 

prevented age determination in 37.50% of cases (3 cases involving adult men). 

• Burials hastily carried out by the authorities in 37.5% of cases: Three (3) bodies were 

buried in haste based solely on a decision by local authorities (in Gishubi, Cankuzo, and 

Nyanza). This administrative procedure, conducted without a prior autopsy, resulted in 

the loss of essential physical evidence. The report is also marked by a dramatic proportion 

of minors, who account for one-third of the direct victims (3 out of 9 children: the 6-year-

old deaf-mute boy, as well as the two brothers aged 14 and 17). The rest of the victims 

range from young adults (Olivier Nzoyisaba, age 20) to the elderly (Yared Kabura, 

approximately 60 years old), primarily from lower socioeconomic backgrounds. 

• Proceedings suspended due to suspected corruption in 12.5% of cases: A major case (the 

murder of Olivier Nzoyisaba in Mugina) was brought to a standstill by the immediate 
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release of executives from the mining site. This decision followed the alleged payment of 

a bribe of 250,000 Fbu, which blocked the course of justice. 

III.3.3. Classification of Modus Operandi, Geographic Distribution, and 

Associated Legal Violations 

A detailed examination of the cases reveals a direct link between the methods of execution 

chosen by the perpetrators, police failures, and violations of national and international law. The 

progression of a crime this month can be broken down into three stages:  

1. Violent methods of execution and tragedies resulting from negligence: The documented 

cases show a clear distinction between deliberate criminal acts and failures in public 

safety. Intentional violence took the form of severe head injuries inflicted with machetes 

or through lynching (Mpanda and Nyanza), targeted strangulation in mining areas 

(Mugina), or acts of barbarism such as beheading (Cankuzo) and crucifixion (Kayogoro). 

These acts directly contradict Article 24 of the Burundian Constitution and Article 4 of the 

African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights (ACHPR), which proclaim the sanctity and 

inviolability of human life. In addition to these crimes, there have been tragedies resulting 

from negligence, such as the deaths of two brothers in Rutana caused by a law 

enforcement officer’s failure to secure a grenade, which holds the state accountable for 

its obligation to protect civilians from the equipment it provides. 

2. Strategies of Cover-Up and Administrative Obstruction: Once the crime has been 

committed, the perpetrators attempt to erase evidence by dumping the bodies into mine 

shafts (Mugina) or construction ditches (Kivyuka), or by abandoning them on isolated 

roads (Nyanza). Faced with these bodies, the local administration ordered hasty burials 

for three of the remains (Gishubi, Cankuzo, and Nyanza). This administrative practice is 

illegal: it violates Article 33 of the Burundian Code of Criminal Procedure (CCP), which 

requires authorities to automatically open an investigation to determine the causes of 

death. The systematic absence of scientific autopsies and the refusal to request forensic 

expertise prevent the establishment of the factual truth (particularly in the case of the 6-

year-old deaf-mute child), destroy physical evidence, and permanently ensure the 

anonymity of the perpetrators. 

3. The dynamics of spatial distribution (the isolation of crime hotspots): The month of July 

shows a clear shift in lethal insecurity toward the provinces of Burunga (South) and 

Bubanza (West), which alone account for 62.50% of cases (5 out of 8 incidents). Unlike 

urban centers, these regions—which have high levels of informal economic activity (cross-

border trade, mining)—have weaker judicial coverage. The perpetrators deliberately 

exploit this distance from oversight authorities to carry out their acts and conceal the 
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bodies, relying on the slow response of local police to ensure their escape. This situation 

highlights a failure of the state to fulfill its duty to protect all its citizens throughout the 

country. Although police and judicial infrastructure exist in these provinces, local 

authorities lack the resources to respond quickly or demonstrate flagrant negligence. By 

leaving these isolated areas without active patrols and rapid response capabilities, the 

state deprives residents of their right to security, which is guaranteed by Article 14 of the 

Constitution: “Every Burundian has the right to live in Burundi in peace and security.” 

III. 4. Analysis of Abductions and Enforced Disappearances 

An examination of the four (4) abduction cases from July 2026 shows that these arrests are not a 

new phenomenon. They are part of a pattern of methods frequently used in Burundi, based on 

the precise selection of targets and the systematic use of secrecy. 

III. 4. 1. Key Figures and Victim Profiles 

A review of the case files shows that this month’s arrests are not isolated incidents. The profiles 

of those arrested in July align directly with the list of groups routinely targeted by Burundi’s 

security apparatus. 

The chart below highlights the proportions of this targeting and the treatment indicators for the 

four (4) cases documented in July 2026: 

 

Figure4 : Key Indicators of Abductions and Enforced Disappearances (July 2026) 

• 100% secret detention: As is customary in such cases, the four (4) individuals arrested 

were taken to unknown locations. The police and security services refuse to disclose their 

whereabouts. For the families, these repeated acts amount to enforced disappearances. 
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• 50% political targeting: Two (2) cases involve active members of the main opposition 

party, the CNL (Trésor Nibirantije and the nurse Corneille). This confirms the ongoing 

campaign to weaken this party at the local level. 

• 50% Involvement of uniformed police: Two (2) arrests were made directly by officers of 

the Burundi National Police (PNB), which holds the state accountable. The other two cases 

were carried out by armed men in civilian clothing, a method frequently observed. 

• 25% of cases involve a foreign resident (1 in 4 cases): One case involves a butcher of 

Rwandan origin, nicknamed “Munyarwanda,” who has lived in Burundi since 1994. This 

case raises concerns regarding the protection of foreign residents in Burundi amid regional 

tensions. 

III. 4. 2. Methods Used and Legal Violations 

An analysis of the case files shows that the perpetrators of the abductions continue to use 

standard methods that violate the Constitution of Burundi and the international treaties ratified 

by the country. 

1. The continuation of violent arrests in broad daylight: Abductions frequently take place 
in broad daylight and in highly populated areas. This was the case with Trésor Nibirantije, 
who was arrested just outside the Supreme Court in Bujumbura, and with the nurse 
Corneille, who was seized while on duty at the Buhororo health center in Mugina. These 
arrests are always carried out without any written warrant. Forcibly taking citizens away 
in private cars without giving a reason is an illegal act punishable under the Burundian 
Penal Code. It also violates Article 25 of the Constitution, which guarantees the right to 
liberty for every citizen. 
 

2. The widespread practice of secret detention and the role of the SNR: By systematically 
refusing to disclose where the victims are being held, the police and special forces prevent 
families from mounting a defense. Field data show that those abducted—including nurse 
Corneille and the butcher “Munyarwanda”—are frequently transferred in secret to the 
detention cells of the National Intelligence Service (SNR). This is a well-known method of 
enforced disappearance under international law. It violates the Burundian Code of 
Criminal Procedure, which requires the registration of all detainees, and Article 9 of the 
ICCPR, which prohibits arbitrary detention. 

 
3. The routine use of Imbonerakure militants: The case of nurse Corneille in Mugina 

confirms that plainclothes agents constantly rely on the Imbonerakure youth league to 
monitor and arrest opponents of the CNL party. This relentless persecution is ongoing and 
violates Article 31 of the Constitution (freedom of opinion). Furthermore, allowing 
political activists to carry out police work constitutes an intolerable usurpation of 
authority. Arresting a healthcare worker directly at their workplace undermines the 
neutrality of hospitals and instills constant fear among medical staff and patients. 
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4. The recurring practice of profiling based on nationality: The planned abduction of the 

butcher “Munyarwanda,” carried out in Mugina by the same armed commando unit, 
serves as a reminder that a person’s origin is frequently used as grounds for arrest. 
Arresting a foreigner who has lived peacefully in the country since 1994 based solely on 
suspicions related to his nationality is prohibited by Article 2 of the ICCPR, which prohibits 
any discrimination based on national origin. 

 
5. Extortion and ransom demands: A despicable financial aspect regularly accompanies 

these enforced disappearances. After the victims are captured, intermediaries often 
secretly contact the families to demand large sums of money. This blackmail preys on the 
distress of the victims’ loved ones, who pay in the hope of finding their relative alive or 
obtaining information. This practice compounds the human rights violation with a crime 
of extortion committed with complete impunity. 

III. 5. Analysis of Collective and Arbitrary Arrests 

An examination of the mass roundup carried out in downtown Bujumbura, which led to the arrest 

of more than eighty (80) people in a single day, highlights the recurring use of collective repression 

methods in the economic capital. 

III. 5. 1. Assessment of Mass Repression and Profile of Victims 

This large-scale operation demonstrates that law enforcement agencies apply screening criteria 

based on citizens’ economic and social circumstances. 

• The Criminalization of Urban Poverty: The overwhelming majority of those arrested are 

young civilian men engaged in small-scale informal work or moving about downtown. By 

targeting this specific group, the authorities are turning financial precariousness into 

grounds for criminal suspicion. 

• The Pretext of “Unemployment”: Law enforcement uses the absence of formal 

employment or a lack of identification documents to carry out mass arrests. This vague 

criterion allows them to detain any citizen without charging them with a specific offense. 

• The Continuity of Urban “Cleanup” Operations: This massive roundup is not a new 

phenomenon. It is part of a series of regular campaigns carried out by the municipal police 

under the pretext of “combating vagrancy” or “checking household registration records.” 

These waves of arrests occur frequently in Bujumbura to clear public spaces by force. 
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III. 5. 2. Methods Used and Laws Violated 

An analysis of this police operation reveals serious violations of Burundian law and of the principle 

that prosecutions must always be individual. 

1. The Illegality of Mass Collective Arrests: Arresting more than eighty (80) citizens at once, 

without examining each individual’s situation, is a flagrant violation of the country’s laws. 

Article 317 of the Burundian Penal Code and the Code of Criminal Procedure prohibit 

mass arrests. The law requires that the offense be personal. Arresting such a large group 

without individual arrest warrants and without proving that each person was caught in 

the act is completely illegal. This directly contradicts Article 25 of the Constitution, which 

protects the liberty of every person. 

2. The absence of judicial safeguards and the risk of extortion: Cramming dozens of people 

into trucks without any written documentation opens the door to routine financial 

blackmail. Field data show that officers frequently take advantage of these roundups to 

demand secret payments from the families of those under ar xchange for immediate 

release. Those who cannot afford to pay remain detained, creating direct discrimination 

based on poverty. 

3. The Illegal Involvement of Imbonerakure Activists: The conduct of this raid shows that 

the national police collaborated on the ground with the Imbonerakure youth league. 

However, this league is a civil and political organization: it has no legal authority to verify 

citizens’ identities or make arrests. The fact that the authorities allow these political 

activists to carry out police duties renders the operation entirely illegal. This practice 

creates widespread and persistent fear among young people in the economic capital, who 

find themselves deprived of their right to impartial and transparent state justice. 

IV. RECOMMENDATIONS 

IV. 1. Assessment of Recommendations from the June 2026 Report 

Before making new requests, ACAT-Burundi presents an assessment of the measures taken by the 

authorities in response to the alerts issued in June in its monthly monitoring report on human 

rights violations. 

The assessments presented below reflect the status of verified information available through our 

monitoring networks as of the closing date of this report. In accordance with the principles of 

transparency and dialogue, ACAT-Burundi formally invites the relevant institutions to provide any 

official documents, material evidence, or contrary information that would allow for an update on 
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the status of these recommendations. In the absence of reported data or verifiable public 

announcements, the cases remain under observation. 

Table 5 summarizes the results by targeted institution. It shows that the majority of cases remain 

unchanged, which explains the persistence of the abuses observed during the month of July 2026. 
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Table5 : Monitoring Grid and Indicators by Targeted Authority (June 2026 Recommendations) 

Target 

Authority 

Specific Recommendation (June 

2026) 

Status in July Expected indicators and assessment of available data 

Government 

and Burundian 

Authorities 

Stop the threats and judicial 

harassment against civil society 

activist Mr. Faustin Ndikumana. 

  Under 

monitoring 

Indicator: Case dismissed and no new summonses issued. 

Assessment: No new incidents were documented this 

month. ACAT-Burundi continues to actively monitor the 

overall situation of civil society activists. 

Ministry of the 

Interior 

Impose disciplinary action against 

the village chief of Village 5, Buringa 

area, Mpanda commune, Bubanza 

province, for failure to assist a 

person in danger (Bubanza).  

  Not 

implemented 

Indicator: Official notification of an administrative sanction 

(reprimand or suspension). 

Assessment: No sanction has been imposed or published 

by the Mpanda municipal administrator. 

Ministry of the 

Interior 

Establish an alert system to protect 

Mr. Ndikumana and ensure the 

safety of civil society organizations’ 

activities (PARCEM). 

  Not 

implemented 

Indicator: Establishment of a channel for dialogue and the 

unimpeded issuance of permits. 

Assessment: No channel for discussion has been opened, 

which keeps all other civil society organizations living in 

fear of reprisals. 

Ministry of the 

Interior & 

Security 

(General) 

Punish police and SNR officers who 

commit abuses and monitor 

misconduct by local officials. 

  Not 

implemented 

Indicator: Publication of the number of police officers or 

agents suspended or transferred for misconduct. 

Assessment: Impunity remains total. In Mugina, officers 

released key suspects after allegedly receiving a bribe. 

Ministry of 

Justice 

Order the immediate release of 

Benjamin Babunga Watuna and 

  Under 

monitoring 

Indicator: Formal signing of release orders and actual 

physical release. 

Assessment: In the absence of new verified information 
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Thaddée Ciza in the absence of 

evidence. 

this month regarding their cases, ACAT-Burundi is keeping 

these cases under passive observation. 

Ministry of 

Justice 

Create a national computerized 

database of all prisoners to prevent 

secret prisons. 

  Not 

implemented 

Indicator: Approval of the technical protocol for 

centralizing prison admission records. 

Assessment: The database does not exist. The SNR 

continues to use its secret detention facilities, which are 

not subject to any computerized oversight. 

SNR and Police 

Directorate 

(PNB) 

Stop arrests based on mere political 

suspicion and respect the rights of 

the defense. 

  Not 

implemented 

Indicator: Issuance of written instructions prohibiting 

unwarranted arrests. 

Assessment: Harassment continues: 50% of those 

abducted in July are members of the CNL, and more than 

80 young people have been rounded up in Bujumbura. 

SNR and Army Officially disclose the place of 

detention of Corporal G. Bizimana, 

J.C. Nduwimana, and J.C. Nintunze, 

and end the secrecy. 

  Not 

implemented 

Indicator: Official notification sent to families and 

authorization granted for lawyers to visit. 

Assessment: Secrecy is being maintained. 100% of those 

newly abducted in July have also been hidden in unknown 

locations. 

National Police 

(PNB) 

Increase night patrols on isolated 

roads and near rivers to prevent the 

dumping of bodies. 

  Not 

implemented 

Indicator: Report on the deployment of new mobile units in 

the field. 

Assessment: No visible deployment. Criminals continue to 

use isolated areas: 5 bodies were dumped this month. 

CNDD-FDD 

Party 

Officially prohibit Imbonerakure 

militants, in writing, from 

  Not 

implemented 

Indicator: Signing and distribution of an official circular 

from the party leadership. 

Assessment: No circular has been signed. The 
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conducting patrols or arresting 

citizens. 

Imbonerakure continue to monitor and perform police 

duties throughout the country. 

Public 

Prosecutors’ 

Offices 

Open investigations into the 10 

unsolved homicides from June and 

into the bodies discovered 

previously. 

  Not 

implemented 

Indicator: Formal registration of preliminary investigation 

files with the clerks’ offices of the public prosecutors’ 

offices. 

Assessment: Inaction persists in 75% of cases. No new 

investigative files have been opened for the bodies 

discovered in July. 

Civil and 

Military 

Prosecutors’ 

Offices 

Investigate plainclothes officers 

who use private (unmarked) 

vehicles to abduct citizens. 

  Not 

implemented 

Indicator: Official seizure of the detention records from the 

Bugabira area holding cell. 

Assessment: No prosecution. This illegal method was used 

again this month to abduct Trésor Nibirantije and murder 

him. 

Bubanza 

Prosecutor’s 

Office 

Arrest and prosecute Y. Kwizera, S. 

Ndayisenga, F. Nduwayo, and 

Bikorimana for torture. 

  Not 

carried out 

Indicator: Issuance of arrest warrants by the public 

prosecutor’s office and execution of arrests by the police. 

Assessment: The perpetrators were not held accountable. 

Impunity among local actors continues to shield those 

responsible for torture. 

Gitega Judicial 

Authority 

Ensure a transparent and fair trial 

for the two employees arrested at 

the Shatanya Guest House. 

  Under 

monitoring 

Indicator: Effective authorization for the presence of 

independent observers and lawyers. 

Assessment: In the absence of recent information or a 

court transcript received by the monitoring network, 

ACAT-Burundi continues to monitor this case. 
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Municipal 

Authorities 

Prohibit the burial of unidentified 

bodies prior to identification and a 

medical examination (autopsy) by a 

judicial police officer. 

  Not 

implemented 

Indicator: Systematic drafting of an identification and 

medical examination report. 

Assessment: The administration continued to conduct 

hasty burials without a medical examination in 37.5% of 

cases (Gishubi, Cankuzo, Nyanza). 

Health and 

Administration 

(Bubanza) 

Transfer and provide emergency 

medical care at the state’s expense 

to Mr. Rémy Hakizimana to a 

specialized hospital in Bujumbura. 

  Under 

observation 

Indicator: Provision of an ambulance and formal admission 

to a referral hospital. 

Assessment: In the absence of direct medical confirmation 

or testimony from the family regarding the actual 

occurrence of this transfer, the victim’s case remains under 

observation. 

CNIDH Conduct unannounced visits to all 

secret SNR detention facilities and 

publish the truth about what is 

observed there. 

  Not 

implemented 

Indicator: Number of reports on unannounced visits 

published by the National Commission. 

Assessment: The CNIDH has not published any reports on 

unannounced visits to the intelligence agency’s secret 

cells. 

International 

Community 

Make financial aid to the Burundian 

judiciary and police contingent on 

genuine reforms regarding civil 

liberties. 

  Under 

monitoring 

Indicator: Formal inclusion of “human rights” 

conditionality clauses in agreements. 

Assessment: Available information does not indicate any 

major developments on this point. ACAT-Burundi 

continues to monitor the integration of these binding 

criteria during cooperation reviews. 
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IV. 2. Recommendations (July 2026) 

ACAT-Burundi makes the following urgent requests, accompanied by realistic deadlines and 

verifiable indicators for July 2026: 

A. Regarding homicides and crime scene management (Mpanda, Mugina, Cankuzo, Nyanza, 

Gishubi) 

• To the Public Prosecutors’ Offices and the National Police (PNB): Initiate investigations 

ex officio for each body discovered (Art. 33 of the Code of Criminal Procedure), arrest the 

suspect identified in Mpanda (Jean Marie Nishimiyimana), and launch an independent   

investigation to determine the responsibility of the officers suspected of releasing mining 

executives in exchange for a bribe. 

o Deadline: 60 days. 

o Indicator: Registration of case files with the court clerk’s office and submission of 

internal inspection reports to the Ministry. 

• To Municipal Administrative Authorities: Prohibit the hasty burial of unidentified bodies 

or those suspected of having died a violent death without written authorization from a 

magistrate and without a prior medical examination. 

o Deadline: Immediate effect. 

o Indicator: Mandatory preparation of a medical report prior to any municipal burial. 

B. On Abductions and Mass Roundups (Bujumbura and Mugina) 

• To the Government and the SNR: Disclose the location where Trésor Nibirantije, the nurse 

Corneille, and the butcher “Munyarwanda” are being held, and order an immediate halt 

to the indiscriminate mass roundups targeting the urban poor in downtown Bujumbura. 

o Deadline: 30 days. 

o Indicator: Official notification to families and release of young people arrested 

without legal grounds. 

• To the CNDD-FDD Party: Prohibit Imbonerakure League activists from participating in 

identity checks or acting as a substitute for law enforcement, particularly in hospitals. 

o Deadline: immediate effect. 

o Indicator: Issuance of a national circular reiterating the party’s strictly civilian role. 
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C. On Firearm Safety and Accident Prevention (Rutana) 

• To the National Police Directorate (PNB) and police personnel: Discipline the police 

officer responsible for the tragedy in Rutana, audit ammunition stocks, and prohibit the 

storage of military equipment (grenades) in family homes. 

o Deadline: 30 days. 

o Indicator: A written reminder of safety guidelines that must be read aloud during 

unit gatherings. 

D. To the public and local communities (Citizen Recommendations) 

• Regarding compliance with procedures upon the discovery of a deceased body: 

o Request to citizens and families: Refuse to bury a neighbor or an unidentified 

body without first requiring the presence of police or judicial authorities to 

officially record the death. 

o Deadline: Ongoing. 

o Monitoring indicator: Systematic and immediate reporting of any discovery of a 

body to the hill or zone chiefs before any action is taken by the community. 

• On the prevention of accidents involving explosive devices: 

o Request to parents and relatives: Actively educate children about the deadly 

dangers of unknown metal or military objects, and teach them never to touch 

them and to immediately alert an adult. 

o Deadline: Ongoing. 

o Monitoring indicator: Preventive information shared within families and 

immediate reporting to authorities of any unattended war materiel. 

V. GENERAL CONCLUSION 

Field investigations conducted in July 2026 show that the human rights situation continues to 

deteriorate severely in Burundi. Abuses now affect essential areas: citizens’ lives, freedom of 

movement, and the safety of political activists. The passivity of the police and the judiciary, as 

well as the complicity or negligence of certain state officials, demonstrate that laws and 

fundamental freedoms continue to be disregarded on a daily basis. 

This month’s report highlights four major issues: 
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• Persistent and unpunished violence against human life: The discovery of eight (8) cases 

of homicides (9 victims) reveals extreme cruelty, exemplified by the beheading in Cankuzo 

and the crucifixion in Kayogoro. Police inaction in 75% of cases and the hasty burial of 

three (3) bodies by local authorities destroy physical evidence and ensure 100% impunity. 

• Tragedies resulting from the negligence of a law enforcement officer: The tragic deaths 

of two children in Rutana, caused by the explosion of a service grenade left unattended at 

the family home by a PNB officer, illustrate a serious failure to secure issued military 

equipment. This tragedy underscores the importance for the state to ensure that its 

officers comply with safety protocols in order to protect civilians. 

• Abductions in Secret and in Broad Daylight: The four (4) cases of abductions demonstrate 

the ongoing nature of highly targeted political persecution (particularly against activists 

from the opposition party CNL, such as Trésor Nibirantije and the nurse Corneille). The 

use of private vehicles and the systematic transfer of detainees to secret detention centers 

run by the National Intelligence Service (SNR) cut off the victims from any legal recourse. 

• The return of mass collective repression: The arbitrary roundup of more than eighty (80) 

people in downtown Bujumbura based solely on their economic vulnerability or their 

status as “unemployed” constitutes a major abuse of power. These abusive checks violate 

the principle of individualized prosecution and open the door to systematic financial 

extortion of poor families. 

Furthermore, an analysis of the data shows that the implementation of the June 2026 

recommendations has not yet produced the expected results. As of the closing date of this report, 

most of the proposed guidelines have not been followed up on in a manner verifiable by our 

monitoring networks. This operational lag in the implementation of the proposed reforms 

contributes to the persistence of the same difficulties from one month to the next. 

Analysis of these various cases shows that the judicial system is struggling to hold the perpetrators 

of these violations accountable. Whether the violations involve attacks on life, enforced 

disappearances, or mass roundups, the stalling of certain proceedings—particularly in cases of 

suspected corruption documented on the ground—undermines citizens’ trust in state 

institutions. 

In light of this situation, the organization, in close collaboration with its partners, continues to 

rigorously document these cases and to carry out impartial and fact-based advocacy efforts. The 

regular publication of these monitoring reports and the continued issuance of alerts to 

international bodies throughout the month of July are direct evidence of this. 
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In conclusion, the safeguards established by Burundian law regarding the protection of life and 

freedoms (notably Article 14 of the Constitution) require concrete action to become fully 

effective. Without strict enforcement of investigative procedures, a ban on secret detentions, and 

rigorous oversight of police checks, a sense of insecurity risks taking root among the population. 
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APPENDICES: CASE STUDIES ON THE VARIOUS CASES IDENTIFIED 

Appendix 1: Cases of Murder and Violations of the Right to Life 

CASE STUDY NO. 1: Discovery of a Body at the Kivyuka Market. 

I. Chronology of Events and Circumstances 
 •Date and time: Wednesday, July 1, 2026, in the morning. 
 •Location: Kivyuka Market (under renovation), Bubanza commune and province. 
 •Victim: Joseph Nyamibara, originally from Kanazi Hill (Musigati area). 
 •Facts: The victim’s body was discovered in a water-filled ditch inside the market. 
•Last known whereabouts: According to neighbors, the victim had gone to the market the previous 
day, Tuesday, June 30, 2026, and had not returned home. 
 •Status of the investigation: The circumstances of the death remain unknown. Local authorities state 
that no witnesses were able to provide information about his final hours or any possible companions. 
•Actions Taken: The body was transferred to the morgue at Bubanza Hospital pending burial. 
II. Legal Analysis 
Upon the discovery of a body whose cause of death is unknown or suspicious, the Judicial Police 
Officer (OPJ) and the Public Prosecutor’s Office (the Public Prosecutor in Bubanza) are required to 
open an investigation to determine the cause of death. An autopsy is an essential investigative 
measure to determine whether a crime has been committed. 
•  Analysis under International Law: Article 6 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political 
Rights (ICCPR) and Article 4 of the African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights (ACHPR) protect the 
right to life. International law stipulates that when a citizen dies under suspicious circumstances, the 
State has a treaty obligation to conduct an official, effective, independent, and prompt investigation. 
A failure to conduct such an investigation would constitute a violation of these treaties by the State of 
Burundi. 

 

CASE STUDY NO. 2: Murder / Premeditated Homicide. 

I. Chronology of Events and Circumstances 

• Date and time: Thursday, July 2, 2026, around 11:00 p.m. 

• Location of the incident: Kanenga Hill, Butanuka area, Mpanda commune (Bubanza 

Province/Bujumbura). 

• Victim: Simon Niyondiko, night watchman at the Mahwa Elementary School (ECOFO). 

• Alleged perpetrator: Jean Marie Nishimiyimana. 

• Modus operandi: According to eyewitnesses, the suspect ambushed the victim on his way 

to work. He inflicted multiple head wounds on him with a machete before fleeing the scene. 

• Consequence: The victim succumbed to his injuries while being transported to Mpanda 

Hospital. 

• Motive: Unknown at this time. 

 

II. Legal Analysis 

The Obligation to Prosecute and Combat Impunity. Burundi is a party to several major international 

treaties that impose strict obligations on the State in response to such an incident. These treaties 

have direct effect under Burundian law, in accordance with Article 19 of the Constitution. 
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 The standards of the African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights (ACHPR) impose on Burundi the 

duty to mobilize all legal means to search for, arrest, and fairly try the fugitive suspect. Passivity on 

the part of the authorities in the search for Jean Marie Nishimiyimana would constitute a breach of 

the country’s international obligations. 

 

CASE STUDY NO. 3: Homicide and Allegations of Corruption in Mugina 

1. Victim’s Identity 
• Name: Olivier NZOYISABA 
• Age: 20 
• Status: Second-year student in the technical communications program at Kiriba Technical High 

School. 
• Place of origin: Gafumbegeti Hill, Butahana area, Mugina commune. 

2. Chronology of Events 
• July 8, 2026: The family reported Olivier missing and issued a general missing persons alert. 
• July 9, 2026: The victim’s lifeless, naked body was discovered in a well on Nyamikoma Hill 

(Buhoro area, Mugina commune, Bujumbura province). 
• July 10, 2026: Suspicious release of two of the mining site’s top officials who had been arrested 

by the police. 
3. Findings and Circumstances of Death 

• Temporary Employment: During school vacation, the victim was working as a gold panner for a 
mining cooperative at the Nyamikoma site. 

• Evidence of Violence: The body showed severe head injuries. 
• Cause of death: Initial police and civilian findings indicate death by strangulation prior to the 

body being submerged. 
4. Progress of the Investigation and Shortcomings 

• Initial Arrests: The police arrested the site guards as well as two officials, Messrs. Dieudonné 
Hategekimana and Emmanuel. 

• Allegations of Corruption: According to local sources, the two managers were released the very 
next day following the alleged payment of a bribe of 250,000 Fbu. 

• Current Status: The family has buried the victim. They state that they no longer have confidence 
in the police justice system following these premature releases, but are still awaiting the official 
conclusions of the investigation. 
 
Legal Analysis  

• Burundi is automatically bound by several international legal instruments it has ratified, in 
accordance with Article 19 of its Constitution. International law requires states to conduct a 
prompt, independent, impartial, and effective investigation in cases of suspicious death. 

• Violation: The rapid release of suspects in exchange for bribes undermines public trust and 
impairs the victim’s family’s right to an effective remedy (Article 2 of the ICCPR). 

• Request a forensic examination: Order a scientific autopsy (if time still permits) or thoroughly 
review the medical reports from first responders to formally document the cause of death as 
strangulation. 
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CASE STUDY NO. 4: DISCOVERY OF A BODY AND SUSPICION OF HOMICIDE 

I. Chronology of Events and Circumstances 
. GENERAL INFORMATION 

• Date of discovery: Sunday, July 12, 2026 
• Approximate time: Around 6:00 a.m. 
• Exact location: Along the road connecting Mabanda to Mugina, Bikobe Hill, Gitara area, Nyanza 

commune, Burunga province. 
• Identity of the victim: Male, identity currently unknown (underway). 

2. FINDINGS AND CONDITION OF THE VICTIM 
According to eyewitness accounts from passersby who discovered the victim: 

• Initial vital signs: The individual was still alive when discovered but was in critical condition. 
• Visible injuries: 

o Heavy bleeding from the nose (severe epistaxis). 
o Pronounced bruising on both wrists, suggesting that the victim had previously been 

bound. 
• Outcome: The victim succumbed to his injuries at the scene, moments after being found and 

before medical transport to a healthcare facility could be arranged. 
3. PHYSICAL EVIDENCE AND WITNESS ACCOUNTS 

• Suspected Modus Operandi: The condition of the wrists and the severity of the injuries suggest 
that the man was held captive (tied up) and then subjected to extreme physical violence (beaten 
to death) before being abandoned on the side of the road. 

4. PRECAUTIONARY MEASURES AND ONGOING PROCEDURES 
• Handling of the remains: The victim’s body was recovered and transferred to the morgue at 

Rusenyi Hospital (Nyanza commune). 
II. Legal Analysis 
The victim’s physical condition (bruised wrists, severe trauma) rules out the possibility of natural 
causes or a simple accident. 
The mandatory initial procedure: Since the victim is unknown, the Public Prosecutor of Nyanza must 
order an investigation to “determine the cause of death and identify the victim.” Publishing a physical 
description of the victim is the first legal step toward locating the victim’s family. 
The International Obligation to Investigate (Due Diligence): International law stipulates that when a 
body shows signs of torture or extrajudicial execution, the State has an absolute obligation to conduct 
a proactive investigation. Impunity or inaction on the part of local police would constitute a violation 
by Burundi of its international obligations 

 
CASE STUDY No. 5: Discovery of a Body / Intentional Homicide with Acts of Barbarity 
 

I. Chronology of Events and Circumstances 
Date and time: Tuesday, July 14, 2026, in the morning. 
Location of the incident: Mushasha Hill, Kayogoro area, Makamba commune, Burunga province. 
Identity of the victim: Yared Kabura, approximately sixty years old, a bicycle repairman by trade. A 
native of Kibingo Hill, Dunga area (Makamba commune). 
Scene and physical findings: 

• The victim’s body was discovered tied to a cross. 
• Severe trauma and injuries were observed on the face. 
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Presumed modus operandi: Initial findings and witness accounts from the neighborhood suggest that 
the victim was violently beaten in the face before being killed with blunt objects 
II. Legal Analysis 
The horror and macabre staging of this case (the victim beaten to death and tied to a cross) lend this 
case extreme gravity. 
The Right to Life and the Obligation to Prosecute: Article 4 of the African Charter on Human and 
Peoples’ Rights (ACHPR) enshrines the inviolability of human life. International law imposes a 
heightened duty of care on Burundi: in the face of such a barbaric act committed within a community, 
the State must identify, try, and convict the perpetrators to prevent any risk of mob justice or local 
terror. 
 
 

 

CASE NO. 6: Execution or Suspicious Death of a Minor (Gishubi)  

I. Identification  
Date of discovery: July 16, 2026 
Location: Murangara Hill, Nyabiraba Zone, Gishubi Commune, Gitega Province, Burundi 
Victim: A 6-year-old boy with a disability (deaf and mute) 
Victim’s parents: Mr. Georges Ntahizaniye and Ms. Gloriose Sindayihebura 
Perpetrators / Causes: Unidentified to date 
II. Timeline and Key Events 

1. Prior Disappearance: The child was reported missing for a period of seven (7) days before his 

remains were discovered. 

2. Discovery of the body: The minor’s lifeless body was found in a eucalyptus plantation on 

Murangara Hill. The body was in an advanced state of decomposition. 

3. Immediate Administrative Action: Due to the advanced state of decomposition of the body, 

local administrative authorities ordered its immediate burial. 

4. Lack of Judicial Action: Following this discovery, no formal judicial investigation was opened 

by the competent authorities to determine the causes and circumstances of the death or to 

identify any potential perpetrators. 

II. Legal Analysis. 
The absence of an investigation constitutes a flagrant violation of Burundian criminal procedures. 

• The Code of Criminal Procedure (CCP): Upon the discovery of a lifeless body where the cause 

of death is unknown, suspicious, or violent (especially since this involves a missing minor), 

Judicial Police Officers (OPJ) and the Public Prosecutor’s Office (the Public Prosecutor) have a 

legal obligation to initiate an ex officio investigation (Article 33 et seq. of the CPP). 

• Administrative Burial vs. Judicial Findings: If the state of decomposition warrants a prompt 

burial for public health reasons, the administrative authority (district chief, zone chief, or 

municipal administrator) may only proceed after a formal examination by a physician or an 

OPJ. Burying the body without any samples being taken or a forensic report being prepared 

hinders the course of justice. 

•  Violation of the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) — Articles 6 and 19: Burundi 

has committed to ensuring, to the maximum extent possible, the survival and development of 

the child, and to protecting the child from all forms of violence or neglect. The failure to 
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investigate the death of a 6-year-old child amounts to a denial of justice with regard to the 

best interests of the child. 

 

 

CASE STUDY No. 7: Discovery of a Lifeless Body and Decapitation (CANKUZO) 

I. Chronology of Events and Circumstances 
Date of discovery: July 26, 2026 
Location: Mwuzumure Hill, Minyare Zone, Cankuzo Commune, Buhumuza Province, Burundi 
Victim: An unidentified man (deceased, from outside the locality) 
Perpetrators: Unknown at this time 
Summary of the incident 

1. Gruesome discovery: Farmers on their way to their fields discovered the lifeless body of a 

man hanging from a tree. 

2. Condition of the body: The victim had been decapitated; his head had been completely 

severed from the rest of his body, which rules out the possibility of suicide by hanging and 

points directly to a criminal act. 

3. Unidentified: Residents of Mwuzumure Hill did not recognize the man, indicating that he was 

not from that area. 

4. Administrative measures: The local government ordered the body to be buried. It also 

announced the opening of a judicial investigation to determine the victim’s identity, identify 

the perpetrators, and establish the motive for the crime. 

 II. Legal Analysis  
International law stipulates that the right to life is not limited to prohibiting the State from killing; it 
also imposes a positive obligation to protect life and to investigate. 

• Official, Independent, and Impartial Investigation: Burundi has a treaty obligation to use all 

necessary means to identify the victim and bring the perpetrators of this crime to justice. If 

the government merely buries the body without conducting a genuine investigation, the 

Burundian state commits a violation by omission of its international obligations. 

 

CASE STUDY No. 8: Fatal Grenade Explosion, Involuntary Manslaughter 

I. Chronology of Events and Circumstances 
General Information 

• Date: Thursday, July 23, 2026 

• Time: Approximately 1:00 p.m. 

• Location: Birongozi neighborhood, Rutana commune, Burunga province 

• Nature of the incident: Accidental explosion of an explosive device (grenade) 

Identities of the Victims 
• John Kelly Nkurunziza: 17 years old (died instantly) 

• Audry Irangabiye: 14 years old (died in the emergency room at Rutana Hospital) 

• Relationship: Brothers 

Identity of Parents 
• Father: Ildefonse Nkurunziza (active-duty police officer at the Nyanza police station, Burunga 

Province) 
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• Mother: Alice Nshimirimana 

Summary of Events 
The two minors were handling a grenade at their family home when it exploded. The first teenager 
died instantly at the scene. The second, seriously injured, was transported to the emergency room at 
Rutana Hospital, where he succumbed to his injuries. 
Police Findings (Evidence) 
Law enforcement officers dispatched to the scene discovered the following behind the rear entrance 
of the house: 

• Two pools of coagulated blood. 

• A hammer (which may have been used to handle the device). 

• The safety pin ring from the grenade. 

 
II. Legal Analysis. 

• Law No. 1/14 of August 28, 2009, governing small arms and light weapons in Burundi, 

explicitly includes grenades in the category of regulated weapons and destructive devices. 

Members of the National Defense Force and the Burundi National Police (PNB) are subject to 

strict protocols for the secure storage and return of issued weapons and ammunition. Leaving 

a grenade (which is, by its nature, a weapon of war) accessible to minors in a private 

residence constitutes a serious failure to properly supervise and secure issued equipment and 

violates the National Police’s public safety and ethical guidelines (Ordinance No. 215/891 of 

2009). 

III. RECOMMENDATIONS FROM ACAT-BURUNDI:  

a. Regarding the Police: 

• Strictly secure service weapons: Formally prohibit the storage of explosive devices or lethal 

weapons in family homes. 

•Strengthen inventory controls: Regularly audit stockpiles of ammunition and grenades. 

 •Enforce penalties for violations: Launch an internal administrative investigation into the 

conditions under which this explosive device was stored. 

b. With regard to the State:  

•Enact legislation on civil liability: Tighten the legal framework governing criminal negligence related 

to the safekeeping of government-issued weapons. 

C. For all police personnel: 

 •Strengthen safety guidelines regarding the storage of weapons and ammunition at home 

 •Explicitly inform your family members, particularly minors, of the immediate life-threatening danger 

th   these devices pose 

  •Instruct your children never to touch a suspicious object and to alert an adult if any equipment is 

left unattended. 
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Appendix 2: Cases of Abductions and Enforced Disappearances 

CASE STUDY No. 9: Abduction and Enforced Disappearance of Déogratias Ndayisaba 

(BUJUMBURA) 

I. Chronology of Events and Circumstances 
•Date and time: Saturday, July 5, 2026, around 9:00 a.m. 
•Exact location: Gare du Nord, near the BANCOBU branch, Ntahangwa commune (Bujumbura). 
•Identity of the victim: Déogratias Ndayisaba, 37 years old, a native and resident of the Gikungu 
neighborhood and area. 
•Alleged perpetrators: Individuals wearing Burundi National Police (PNB) uniforms. 
• Vehicle used: White double-cab pickup truck with tinted windows. 
•Modus operandi: The victim, who had been followed while riding a motorcycle taxi, was intercepted 
as soon as he got off the motorcycle. After a failed attempt to flee, he was violently beaten by the 
officers before being forcibly taken to an unknown destination. 
 II Legal Analysis. 
This case is particularly serious because it meets the criteria for a direct violation of human rights by 
state agents: 

• Classification as Enforced Disappearance: According to the International Convention for the 
Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance (and the principles of the African 
Charter), enforced disappearance is defined as the arrest or abduction of a person by state 
agents, followed by a refusal to acknowledge the deprivation of liberty or to disclose the fate 
of the arrested person. 

• Violation of the Right to Liberty and Security: Article 9 of the International Covenant on Civil 
and Political Rights (ICCPR) stipulates that no one shall be subjected to arbitrary arrest or 
detention. The State of Burundi is accountable for the actions of its police officers under the 
principle of state responsibility. 

 

 
CASE STUDY No. 10: Enforced Disappearance of Mr. Trésor NIBIRANTIJE  
 

I. Chronology of Events and Circumstances 
1. TIME AND PLACE 

• Date of events: Thursday, July 16, 2026. 
• Time of the incident: During the day. 
• Exact location: Outside the Supreme Court of Burundi, in the city of Bujumbura. 

2. IDENTITY OF THE VICTIM 
• Full name: Trésor Nibirantije. 
• Age: 25 years old (young man). 
• Place of residence: Bubanza neighborhood, Kinama area, Ntahangwa commune, Bujumbura 

province. 
3. FINDINGS AND MODUS OPERANDI 
According to eyewitness accounts and statements from the family: 

• Immediate context: The arrest took place immediately after a public hearing of the 
Administrative Chamber of the Supreme Court. The hearing concerned a dispute between two 
factions of the CNL (National Congress for Freedom) political party. 

• Alleged perpetrators: Officers of the Burundi National Police (PNB). 
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• Reason given by the officers: The victim was accused on the spot of wearing a T-shirt in the CNL 
party’s colors. 

• Circumstances of the abduction: Following this accusation, the young man was arrested and 
forcibly taken to an unknown destination. 
4. CURRENT SITUATION AND STEPS TAKEN BY THE FAMILY 

• Unsuccessful efforts: Since Thursday, July 16, 2026, the victim’s relatives have searched all of 
the Bujumbura police’s official holding cells and detention facilities. No agency has 
acknowledged his detention. 

• Significant Legal Risk: In the absence of official notification of his place of detention, the case 
is now formally classified as an enforced disappearance, raising serious concerns for the safety 
and physical well-being of Trésor Nibirantije. 

         II. Legal Analysis. 
•Violation of freedom of opinion and expression: Article 31 of the Burundian Constitution guarantees 
freedom of expression and opinion. Arresting a citizen because of his clothing or his presumed political 
affiliation constitutes a direct violation of the Constitution. 
•Classification as Enforced Disappearance: Under the International Convention for the Protection of All 
Persons from Enforced Disappearance, the offense is established when state agents deprive a person of 
their liberty and refuse to acknowledge this detention or conceal the person’s fate, thereby depriving 
them of the protection of the law. 
• Violation of the Right to a Fair Trial (Art. 9 of the ICCPR): The International Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights requires that any person who is arrested be informed of the reasons for their arrest, be 
brought promptly before a judge, and be able to challenge the legality of their detention (habeas 
corpus). 
• Political Discrimination (Art. 2 of the ICCPR & Art. 2 of the ACHPR): The African Charter on Human 
and Peoples’ Rights strictly prohibits any distinction or persecution based on political opinions. 
Recommendations to the Government of Burundi. 
Immediately end secret detention: Direct the security forces to disclose without delay the exact location 
where Trésor Nibirantije is being held and to place him under the protection of the law. 
Recommendations to the Public Prosecutor’s Office 

• Initiate a judicial investigation ex officio: Immediately initiate criminal proceedings against 
persons unknown and against the PNB officers involved for arbitrary arrest, abuse of authority, 
and unlawful detention (Art. 317 of the Penal Code). 

 

 

CASE STUDY No. 11: Enforced Disappearance of Mr. Corneille  

Chronology of Events and Circumstances 
Date of the event: July 21, 2026, at 8:00 a.m. 
Location: Buhororo Health Center, Buhororo Zone, Mugina Commune, Bujumbura Province, Burundi 
Victim: Mr. Corneille (Nurse at the Buhororo Health Center and activist with the opposition party CNL) 
Alleged perpetrators: Unidentified individuals in civilian clothing and armed with handguns 
Current status: Held incommunicado / Victim of an enforced disappearance (whereabouts unknown) 
Summary of events 

1. Arrest While on Duty: While treating a patient at the Buhororo Health Center, Mr. Corneille 

was arrested by armed men dressed in civilian clothing. 
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2. Abduction and unlawful detention: The assailants forcibly forced him into an unidentified 

vehicle before driving off to an unknown destination. 

3. Official reason given: According to activists from the Imbonerakure Youth League who were 

monitoring him prior to his arrest, he is accused of snatching a walkie-talkie from one of their 

members. 

4. Suspected political motive: The same local sources claim that this was a set-up and a pretext 

fabricated from scratch to target the nurse because of his active political affiliation with the 

opposition party CNL. 

 LEGAL ANALYSIS  
In Burundi, all arrests must strictly follow the legal procedures established by the Code of Criminal 
Procedure (CPP): 

• Lack of a warrant and proper authority: Arrests must be carried out by Judicial Police Officers 

(OPJ) armed with a warrant, except in cases of flagrante delicto. Unidentified men in plain 

clothes acting without a warrant at a workplace are violating procedure. 

• Arbitrary arrest and abduction: Forcing a citizen into an unmarked vehicle without notifying 

their relatives or employer of the reason for their arrest, and transporting them to a secret 

location, transforms what should be a judicial act into a criminal offense. The Burundian Penal 

Code severely punishes arbitrary arrest and illegal detention (unlawful confinement), while 

Article 22 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) protects the 

right to join a political party of one’s choice without fear of punitive arrests or persecution by 

the ruling authorities. 

• The Illegal Role of the “Imbonerakure” (Usurpation of Public Functions): The fact that 

political activists engage in constant surveillance (“monitoring”) of a citizen and coordinate his 

or her arrest constitutes an intolerable interference in the exclusive prerogatives of the 

National Police and the judiciary. A political party has no police powers. 

 

  

CASE STUDY 12: Enforced Disappearance of “MUNYARWANDA” 

I. Chronology of Events 
Date of the event: July 21, 2026 
Location of the interception: Ruseseka, Buhoro Zone, Mugina Commune, Bujumbura Province, 
Burundi 
Victim: Mr. [Nicknamed] “Munyarwanda” (70 years old, of Rwandan nationality or origin, a butcher 
and restaurant owner based in Mabayi since 1994) 
Alleged perpetrators: The same individuals in civilian clothing and armed with handguns who were 
involved in the abduction of nurse Corneille 
Current status: Held incommunicado / Enforced disappearance 
Connection and sequence of events 
Connection and sequence of events 

1. Simultaneity and identical modus operandi: On the same day (July 21, 2026) and in the same 

geographic area (Buhoro/Buhororo Zone, Mugina Commune), the armed commando in 

civilian clothing that abducted nurse Corneille also intercepted this 70-year-old shopkeeper 

while he was transporting his meat supply. 
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2. Specific Target: The victim is an elderly man, a foreigner or of foreign origin (Rwanda), who 

has been living peacefully in Burundi (Mabayi) for over 30 years. 

3. Illegal detention: As in the previous case, the victim was forcibly taken to an unknown 

destination, without being given a reason and outside any apparent legal framework. 

Legal Analysis  
1. Summary and Connection Between the Cases 
The fact that both arrests (of the nurse Corneille and the butcher “Munyarwanda”) were carried out 
by the same armed group demonstrates a targeted and coordinated operation in Mugina. 

• In the first case, the motive is political harassment (CNL activist). 

• In the second case, the motive may be linked to the victim’s background (Rwandan origin). 

II. Enforced Disappearance and Targeting Based on Nationality 
• International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance: 

Abduction by State agents (or persons acting with their consent), followed by a refusal to 

acknowledge the deprivation of liberty, places the victim beyond the reach of the law. This 

constitutes an international crime.  

• Prohibition of Discrimination (Article 2 of the ICCPR): The International Covenant on Civil and 

Political Rights prohibits any discrimination based on national origin. A foreign national may 

not be arbitrarily arrested on the basis of mere suspicion related to their nationality or the 

regional political context 

III RECOMMENDATION  
 Action Required: The Public Prosecutor’s Office, through the Public Prosecutor in Bujumbura, 
must initiate an investigation ex officio into these two enforced disappearances that occurred 
on July 21, 2026. 
 Legal basis: Under the Burundian Code of Criminal Procedure, the State is obligated to 
investigate as soon as it becomes aware of a suspicious deprivation of liberty committed by 
armed individuals 

 

 

Appendix 3: Cases of Arbitrary Arrests and Detention 

CASE STUDY No. 13: Mass Roundup / Collective Arbitrary Arrests 

I. Chronology of events and circumstances. 
• Date and time period: Monday, July 6, 2026, during the day. 
• Location of events: Downtown Bujumbura (particularly around the Bata store and bus stops). 
• Targets/Victims: More than eighty (80) men and young men. 
• Perpetrators: Members of the Burundi National Police (PNB) acting in conjunction with 

members of the Imbonerakure youth league. 
• Modus operandi: A “checkpoint operation” was carried out targeting individuals suspected of 

being unemployed in Bujumbura while they were going about their daily activities. The victims 
were forcibly loaded into police trucks. 

• Current place of detention: Cells at the Bujumbura Municipal Police Station (located within the 
premises of the former Special Investigation Bureau—BSR). 

I. Legal Analysis 
•The arbitrary and collective nature of the arrests (Art. 317 of the Penal Code): Mass arrests are 
prohibited. Criminal procedure requires that liability and the offense be individual. Arresting a group 
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of 80 people without individual arrest warrants and without evidence of a crime in progress for each 
of them constitutes a violation of identity check procedures 
•The illegality of the Imbonerakure’s involvement: The Imbonerakure Youth League is a civil and 
political organization. It has no legal authority to conduct police operations, check citizens’ identities, 
or make arrests. Their participation in this roundup alongside the PNB renders the operation 
fundamentally illegal and amounts to militia interference in the sovereign functions of the state. 
 

 


